
Elementary Students 

Religious Education  

For over 30 years, the diocese of Spokane celebrated Confirmation and First Communion together. There were 

historical and ecumenical reasons for reuniting the celebration of these Sacraments. Pope Pius X encouraged 

reception of the Eucharist at the age of reason, 8 years old. In many countries, the usual practice was to 

celebrate the sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist together at the age of 12 or older. The new practice of 

the diocese of Spokane did not spark a change in the neighboring dioceses nor a trend in other dioceses in the 

U.S. During the pandemic, our parish began to celebrate only First Communion for students who begin their 

preparation before the fourth grade. Students in the fifth grade and older, continued to prepare to celebrate 

both Confirmation and First Eucharist together, if they had not made their First Communion.  

The sacrament program lasted two-years and began with the new school year and ran during the school year. 

Students celebrated the sacraments in May before summer vacation began. Many families considered the 

sacraments as the end of the student’s formation in the faith. Students celebrated the sacraments, during the 

summer, Mass attendance was interrupted and the never returned.  

Developments during the pandemic and possibilities for the future. 

It was not possible to celebrate Confirmation and First Communion the first May during the pandemic. That 

became an opportunity to move the celebration to November. The new preparation class for students started in 

January, still a two-year program, with the celebration of the sacraments to November, close to the feast of 

Christ the King. With the celebration in November, the students have the rest of the school year, Advent, 

Christmas, and Lent, after their First Communion and Confirmation. The hope is that students will continue to 

attend Mass and receive the sacraments.  

Family Catechesis was well established before the pandemic and now parents are even more interested in their 

own growth in faith as their children prepare for sacraments. The challenge is to provide opportunities for 

parents. This contributed to the invitation to the Missionary Servants of the Word. The missionaries are coming 

at a time when there is increased interest in formation in the faith. This also contributed to the proposal to 

develop a program for adult formation in the faith like the Magnificat Program in the diocese of Yakima. 

This spring a new opportunity is offered to parents to help their kindergarten and first grade students to learn 

the bible stories that will be the foundation for their preparation for the sacraments. Parents have been more 

involved in their students learning at school and in religious education during the shutdown. They are more 

confident and want to continue to be involved. The new resources for kindergarten and first grade students will 

benefit from these developments.  

Students and their families in our Parish School 

The parish school has been a key part of our ministry to students in the parish. It had regular changes in 

leadership yet continued its mission to educate. The school’s mission also involves the students’ families; a 

significant challenge is to involve its families in the faith life of its students. That commitment to its mission 

became even clearer during the pandemic; the school opened to full day instruction last year and this year. 

School teachers, staff and parents came together to offer students the chance to come to school. The pandemic 

became a time for the parish to clearly see the outstanding commitment of our schoolteachers, staff and 

parents, to the mission to educate students about our world and our faith. The challenges for our school are the 



demographics of our city and parish. In the two-mile radius of our school, the average student population is over 

90% Hispanic and over 90% free or reduced lunch. Our parish school had met these this reality with an 

outstanding tuition support for students and now with a new program, Dual Language.  

Possibilities for the future of the school 

Before the pandemic the school began to explore a Dual Language Program, a program that teaches students in 

both English and Spanish. Not an English as a second language program but rather to give all its students, 

students whose mother tongue is English or Spanish, the ability to be bilingual and contribute to our diverse 

society as bilingual adults. The school will continue to offer families English only instruction. Students in the 

same family will have the opportunity to choose their program. This fall the school will add a pre-k and 

kindergarten Dual Language program and build the program by adding a program year by year.  

Before the pandemic, the school renewed its School Advisory Board with the goal to have working committees 

with board members and additional parishioners as committee members. The school now has a volunteer 

finance officer to help the principal to focus on education and to bridge the areas where the school and parish 

have common responsibilities.   

The development of working committees continues. Both parents and parishioners without students in our 

school are essential for its future. The development of senior housing on our campus could be a Providential 

resource for our school mission, as residents volunteer in the education of our students.  

Other possibilities for the future for elementary students 

During the pandemic congregational singing at the parish Masses was not possible. As congregational singing 

returned, a student choir has formed with students from the school, religious education, and home-schooled 

students. This is a wonderful blessing for our students and our parish.  

I believe a parish counselor would also help elementary students and their families, especially as the effects of 

so many years of pandemic appear. The development of a stable opportunity for faith formation for adults, 

whether parents or catechists, will help our programs for elementary students. The pandemic triggered the 

involvement of parents in their students learning. The new online program for kindergarten and first grade 

students is an opportunity for parents and children to learn together. 

 

 

 

 


